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They believed that non-human objects and animals
had spirits and souls.

Built between around 800-1500, they were built
of earth and stretched for over 1000km.

From 900, they were smelting of copper and zinc
ores and casting brass to produce fine metal work.

Sea snail shells used as a form of money for trade
networks in Africa.

It is thought that the Edo people first lived in
villages governed by the eldest family members.

For reasons of trade of security, villagers came
together to form a larger settlement with this name.

To solve their problems, people consulted an
oracle.

People did not write down their history but passed
it on through stories, art and their legends.

An offering to gods (often food or animal) but
sometimes even gruesome human sacrifices!

The main crop of the Benin civilization was the yam
(sweet potato). Also, okra, beans and peppers.
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European visitors could not believe the quality of the artwork, metal
work and ivory carvings and it completely changed the way Britain
viewed Western Africa. The art gave an insight info their history.




